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DECISIONANDORDER

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeon

CampaignFinanceDisclosure requestedanadjudicatoryhearingbeforetheEthicsAdjudicatory

BoardtodeterminewhetherLarryCochran Jr failedtofilehis10Gcampaignfinance

disclosurereportbytheeleventhdayafteritwasdueinconnectionwithhis2019candidacyfor

St CharlesParishPresident TheLouisianaBoardofEthicsprovedbyclearandconvincing

evidencethatLarryCochran Jr failedtofilehis10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbythe

eleventhdayafteritwasdue TheLouisianaBoardofEthicsisauthorizedtoimposean

additionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponLarryCochran Jr asallowedbyLa RS

1815054A 4 b

APPEARANCES

AnadjudicatoryhearinginthismatterwasconductedonOctober16 2020 inBaton

1Rouge Louisiana beforePanelAoftheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard CharlesE Reeves Jr

appearedascounselonbehalfoftheBoardofEthics Althoughdulynoticed LarryCochran Jr

2didnotappearforthehearing

1ThepanelconsistedofadministrativelawjudgesSherlynD Shumpert presiding A BrockAvery andLanceB
Vinson
2BOEExhibit11 ThehearingnoticewasmailedonJune26 2020 bytheAdministrativeHearingsClerkforthe
DivisionofAdministrativeLawtoLarryCochran Jr at 114OaklawnRidgeLane St Rose Louisiana 70087
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STATEMENTOFTHECASE

Inconnectionwithhis2019candidacyforSt CharlesParishPresident theLouisiana

BoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure

BOE imposedacivilpenaltyonLarryCochran Jr Respondent forfailingtofilethe

campaignfinancedisclosurereportthatwasdueonthetenthdaybeforethegeneralelection the

10Greport TheBOEthenrequestedahearingtohavetheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard EAB

determinewhetherRespondentfailedtofilehis10Greportbytheeleventhdayafteritwasdue

whichmaysubjecthimtoanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000 asprovidedbyLa RS

1815054A 4 b

CounselfortheBOEofferedelevenexhibitsduringthehearing allofwhichwere

3admittedintoevidence CounselpresentedthecaseonbehalfoftheBOE therecordwas

closed andthematterwassubmittedfordecision

ThisadjudicationisconductedinaccordancewiththeCodeofGovernmentalEthics La

RS 421101 etseq theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct CFDA La RS 181481 etseq

andtheAdministrativeProcedureAct La RS 49950 etseq andtheenablinglegislationof

theDivisionofAdministrativeLaw La RS 49991 etseq

FINDINGSOFFACT

4RespondentwasacandidatefortheofficeofSt CharlesParishPresident Theprimary

electionwasheldonOctober12 2019 andthegeneralelectionwasheldonNovember16

52019 Respondentwasrequiredtofilehis10GreportbyNovember6 2019 whichwasten

3AlloftheexhibitshadbeencertifiedbyaffidavittobetrueandcorrectcopiesoftheBOErecords BOEExhibit1
September4 2020 affidavitofCarolynAbadieLandry ExecutiveSecretaryfortheBOE

4BOEExhibit2
5BOEExhibit4
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6dayspriortothegeneralelection

OnJuly17 2020 theBOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrderorderingRespondentto

7paythestatutorylatefeeof 2000forfailingtotimelyfilehis10Greport TheBOEalso

informedRespondentthathemaybesubjecttoanassessmentofanadditionalcivilpenaltyofup

to 10000ifheknowinglyfailedtofilehis10Greportbytheeleventhdayafterthereportwas

8due TheLateFeeAssessmentOrderwasdeliveredtoRespondentbycertifiedmailonJuly20

9102020 AsofOctober5 2020 Respondenthadnotfiledhis10Greport

CONCLUSIONSOFLAW

Respondentknowinglyfailedtofilea10Greportbytheeleventhdayafterthereport

wasdue Becauseofthisfailure theBOEisauthorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyof

upto 10000uponRespondent asallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b

InadjudicatoryhearingsunderLa RS 1815054A 4 b theBOEmustprovebyclear

1112andconvincingevidencethatRespondentknowingly failedtofilerequiredcampaignfinance

disclosurereports If afterconductinganadjudicatoryhearing theEABdeterminesthat

13Respondentknowinglyfailedtofilehis10Greportbytheeleventhdayafteritwasdue then

14theBOE mayimposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponRespondent

6SeeLa RS 1814954B 5 seealsoBOEExhibit4
7BOEExhibit6 p 2
8Id atp 1
9Id atp 3 AsaresultoftheCOVID19pandemic US PostalServicemailcarriersentered C19 inthe
signaturefieldtoindicatethattheitemwasdeliveredwithouttherecipientssignature
10BOEExhibit7
11SeeLa RS 4211415C Clearandconvincingevidence ingeneral meansthatthefactofguiltmustbe
proventoagreaterdegreethanby amerepreponderanceoftheevidence butlessthanby beyondareasonable
doubt Thestandardrequiresthattheexistenceofthedisputedfactbe h ighlyprobable thatis muchmore
probablethanitsnonexistence LouisianaStateBarAssnv Edwins 329So 2d437 442 La 1976
12La RS 1815054A 1
13Theelevendayperiodappliestoreportsotherthanthoseacandidateisrequiredtofilebetweenqualifyingforthe
electionandthedayoftheelection
14SeeLa RS 1815054A 4 b
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ReportFilingRequirementsandFixedStatutoryPenalty

15RespondentwasacandidateforSt CharlesParishPresident whichisadistrictoffice

Everycandidate orhiscampaigntreasurer foradistrictofficeisrequiredtofilecertain

16campaignfinancedisclosurereportsbythedeadlinesprovidedintheCFDA Failuretotimely

17submittherequiredreportconstitutesaviolationoftheCFDA Failuretosubmittherequired

reportwithinthreedaysafterthefinaldateforfilingispresumptiveevidenceofintenttonotfile

18thereport

Asacandidateforadistrictoffice Respondentwasrequiredtofilea10Greportbythe

19tenthdaypriortothegeneralelection ThegeneralelectionwasheldonNovember16 2019

andthe10GreportwasduebyNovember6 2019 TheBOEissuedaLateFeeAssessment

OrderorderingRespondenttopaythestatutorylatefeeof 2000forfailingtotimelyfilehis10

20Greport

AssessmentofAdditionalCivilPenalty

Withthebenefitoftheunrebuttedstatutorypresumptionofintentnottofile theBOE

provedbyclearandconvincingevidencethatRespondentknowinglyviolatedtheCFDAby

21failingtofilehis10Greportmorethanelevendaysafteritwasdue Asaresult theBOEis

authorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyupto 10000uponRespondentasallowedby

La RS 1815054A 4 b

15SeeLa RS 1814837 e defining Districtoffice
16La RS 1814841
17La RS 1815051B
18La RS 1815051A
19La RS 1814954B 5
20SeeLa RS 18151141C providingindividualsarighttoappealafinalorderforthepaymentofcivil
penalties
21The10GreportwasdueNovember6 2019 thethirddayafterNovember6 2019 wasNovember9 2019 and
theeleventhdayafterNovember6 2019 wasNovember17 2019
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ORDER

ITISORDEREDthattheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisory

CommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure isauthorizedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b to

imposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponLarryCochran Jr forfailingtofilehis

10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbytheeleventhdayafteritwasdue

RenderedandsignedonNovember30 2020 inBatonRouge Louisiana

SherlynD Shumpert
PresidingAdministrativeLawJudge
EthicsAdjudicatoryBoard PanelA

A BrockAvery
AdministrativeLawJudge

EthicsAdjudicatoryBoard PanelA

LanceB Vinson
AdministrativeLawJudge

EthicsAdjudicatoryBoard PanelA

NOTICEOFTRANSMISSIONOFDECISIONORORDER

Icertifythaton IhavesentacopyofTuesday December01 2020
thisdecisionordertoallpartiesofthismatter

ClerkofCourt
DivisionofAdministrativeLaw
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REVIEWRIGHTS

Requestsforrehearing reopening orreconsiderationaresubjecttotheprocedures

timingrequirements andlegalgroundsprovidedinLouisianaRevisedStatute49959 withthe

timeforfilingcalculatedpursuanttoLouisianaCodeofCivilProcedurearticle5059 To

determineyourreviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegaladvice

Torequestarehearingorreconsideration pleasesendittooneoftheaddressesindicated
below

EMAILdocumentsto MAILdocumentsto
EABprocessing@adminlawstatelausDAL EABSection

ATTN EABSectionDeputyClerk
FAXdocumentsto P O Box44033

EABSectionDeputyClerk BatonRouge LA70804 4033
225 2199820

Ifyoudonotrequestarehearingofyourdecisionoryourrehearingrequestisdenied you

havetherighttoseekjudicialreviewinaccordancewithLa RS 421142A 1 withthetime

forrequestingjudicialreviewcalculatedpursuanttoLa CCP art5059 Todetermineyour

reviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegaladvice
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